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Motivations 

 
 

• European context in favor of Open Data 
• European Directives 

 

• Development of public initiatives 
• E.g.: United Kingdom, United States, France, … 

 

 What about Belgium and Wallonia? 
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Definitions (Open Data) 

 

Information that has been made  
technically and legally available for reuse 

(Lindman & Tammisto, 2011) 

 
• Different motivations 

• Open (Government) Data 
• Open Access 
• (Open) Linked Data 
• Online Communities 
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Issues 

• Economic: 
• ex: stimulation of the economy 

• Organisational:  
• ex: objectives, processes, … 

• Technical:  
• ex: data quality 

• Legal:  
• ex: licences, legal constraints, … 

• Societal:  
• ex: transparency and engagement, populism, … 
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Open Data in Belgium (1/3) 

• Belgian political organisation: 
• 5 federated entities: 

• 3 regions (Brussels, Flanders, Wallonia) 
• 3 communities (Flemish, French, German) 
• Note: Merge of Flanders Region and Flemish Community 

• 10 provinces 
• 589 municipalities (communes/gemeenten) : 19 in Brussels, 

308 in Flanders and 262 in Wallonia 

 
 Disparities 
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Open Data in Belgium (2/3) 

• Different efforts in different levels of government 
• See article for details 

 

• Outstanding project: City of Ghent 
• Open Data platform (data.gent.be) 
• “Light” Living Lab (www.ghentlivinglab.be) 
• Sponsor of the Data Days (www.datadays.eu)  
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Open Data in Belgium (3/3) 

• In Wallonia: 
• 2009: Regional policy statement 

•  Open source softwares and Open standards 

• 2011: ICT Master Plan 
•  Open Data 

• 2013: Open data platform (opendata.awt.be) and first 
hackathon 
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Hackathon ? 

Hackathon = “Hacking Marathon” 
 

A hackathon is an event where people in small 
groups participate in an intensive prototyping 

activity for a limited amount of time 
(Raatikainen et al., 2013) 

 
• Recommandations on how to organise a hackathon 

(Raatikainen et al., 2013) 
• Preparation 
• Practical aspects 
• Social activity & innovation 
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Methodology 

• 2 Case studies 
• “Terril.be” (2009) 
• “Hackathon eGov Wallonia” (2013) 

 

• Between case study and action-research 
• Analysis grid used: 

• Issues 
• Best practices for the organisation of a hackathon 
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Case study “Terril.be” 

11 



© CETIC – www.cetic.be  June 23, 2014 - ITS 

Case study “Hackathon eGov 
Wallonia” (1/4) 
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Case study “Hackathon eGov 
Wallonia” (2/4) 
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Case study “Hackathon eGov 
Wallonia” (3/4) 
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Case study “Hackathon eGov 
Wallonia” (4/4) 
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Discussions and outlook (1/2) 

• Positive impact in terms of stimulation of public organisms 
• Positive change in attitudes for openness and open data 
• Importance of regional leaders 

 

• Identification of areas for improvement in data quality 
• Need for interaction with software developers in public 

organisations 
• Co-creation? 

 

• Recurring problems in the choice of the licence 
• Dataset without (clear) licence or with non disclosure 

clauses 
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Discussions and outlook (2/2) 

• Helped launch projects and teams 
• 3 out of 7 projects continued after the hackathon 
• 1 of them during two other hackathons 

 

• A second hackathon was planned in April 2014 
• Implication of TEC (SRWT)  ripple effect 

 
 

Capacity to locally give rise to  
future commercial aplications? 
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